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Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Chair, four of the 

seven appropriations bills considered by the 
House this year have passed with bipartisan 
support. Those votes harken back to the spirit 
of cooperation that brought an end to last 
year’s reckless government shutdown and the 
subsequent Bipartisan Budget Agreement that 
restored some of the harmful cuts from se-
questration. Unfortunately, this week’s consid-
eration of the Financial Services and General 
Government Appropriations Act for next year 
diverges sharply from that practice. I have 
multiple objections with the agenda House Re-
publicans are advancing with this bill, and I 
want to highlight a few of them. 

For starters, this bill continues the Majority’s 
assault on the mission and personnel of the 
Internal Revenue Service. The bill, as intro-
duced, cuts $340 million from the IRS and 
comes on heels of $850 million in cuts over 
the past four years. Making matters worse, an 
amendment was adopted during debate Mon-
day night that would cut another $788 million 
or 10% from IRS enforcement activities. I re-
mind my colleagues that the IRS plays a crit-
ical role in helping taxpayers to understand 
and comply with our nation’s complex tax 
code and ensuring that those tax laws are en-
forced fairly. 

Unfortunately both of those activities have 
suffered in the last few years because of 
these punitive cuts. Basic assistance for tax-
payers has dropped off sharply because of a 
reduction in workforce of 8,000 positions, and 
training for those that remain has been cut 
87% in the last four years. As a result, caller 
wait times have almost doubled and the num-
ber of unanswered calls has increased by half. 
It’s no wonder public frustration has increased. 
Tax enforcement has also suffered. The 
amount of staff devoted to enforcing our tax 
laws has been cut by 15% since 2010. As a 
result, revenue collected by enforcement ac-
tions has fallen off by $4 billion during that 
time. 

Yet, some of my colleagues have shown no 
shame in criticizing the IRS for not maintaining 
its email files when it is their actions that have 
left the agency stretched so thin. Rather than 
adequately fund the IRS—which generates 
nearly $6 in revenue for every $1 invested— 
House Republicans have starved the agency, 
crippling its ability to meet demands and leav-
ing $300 billion to $400 billion per year in un-
collected taxes. That’s more than half of the 
projected deficit of $583 billion for this fiscal 
year. 

In addition to that contradiction, Mr. Chair, I 
would note that the conservative crowd that 
says, ‘‘the level of government closest to the 
people governs best,’’ is poised to overturn a 
decision by the local government right here in 
the District of Columbia. Twenty-three states— 
nearly 1/3rd of which have Republican gov-
ernors—and the District have decriminalized 
the limited use of marijuana. In fact, the home 
state of this provision’s sponsor is one of 
those states, but the reach of Congressional 
Republicans under this bill does not allow 
them to interfere with the decision of his home 
state or that of other states. They can, how-
ever, restrict the use of funds provided to DC, 
and so we’re doing so simply because we 
can. There is no merit or consistency in this 
action, which is nothing more than a raw 
power grab by House Republicans, who con-
tinue to block attempt by the citizens of the 
District of Columbia to exercise local control. 

Finally, Mr. Chair, I take exception to the 
fact that this bill does not sufficiently support 
the Administration’s Information Technology 
Oversight and Reform initiative, known as 
ITOR. That program is funded $11 million 
below the request of $20 million—a relatively 
modest amount in light of the considerable 
savings of $2.4 billion this office has already 
achieved in the last four years. Under the di-
rection of the U.S. Chief Information Officer, 
ITOR is leading the Federal Government’s ef-
forts to improve the effectiveness of digital 
services to provide citizens and businesses 
with world class user experiences; reduce 
waste in Federal IT acquisitions; and identify 
savings that can be re-programmed to better 
serve taxpayers and optimize the use of 
scarce agency resources. 

In addition to these important activities, 
ITOR also supports recruiting and training the 
next generation of talented Federal IT per-
sonnel, and it supports the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget’s coordination of Federal cy-
bersecurity programs. As the recent cyber 
breach at the U.S. Office of Personnel Man-
agement highlights, we must be vigilant in 
continuously monitoring Federal IT systems to 
safeguard sensitive information national secu-
rity information. 

As the Committee notes, ITOR has notched 
commendable achievements in enabling agen-
cies to more efficiently utilize cloud computing 
and begin optimizing and consolidating Fed-
eral data centers. Of course, much work re-
mains to be done. I appreciate and share the 
Committee’s concern over recent Federal IT 
failures. In recent decades, taxpayers have 
been forced to foot the bill for massive IT pro-
gram failures that ring up staggeringly high 
costs but exhibit astonishingly poor perform-
ance. The deplorable rollout of the 
HealthCare.gov site last year is a symptom of 
a broader disease that ITOR is helping to ad-
dress—the broken Federal IT acquisition proc-
ess. The annual price tag of this wasteful 
spending on IT programs is estimated to be 
approximately $20 billion. That status quo is 
unacceptable and unsustainable. 

That is why I joined the Chairman of the 
Oversight and Government Reform Committee 
to develop a comprehensive, bipartisan, Fed-
eral IT acquisition reform legislative pro-
posal—commonly referred to as the Issa-Con-
nolly bill, or ‘‘FITARA.’’ Our bipartisan bill rep-
resents the most dramatic overhaul of Federal 
IT procurement policy since the seminal 
Clinger-Cohen Act was enacted nearly two 
decades ago, and it would directly support and 
complement the mission and aims of ITOR. It 
enhances CIO authorities, empowers CIOs to 
recruit and retain talented IT staff, and accel-
erates data center optimization and strength-
ens the accountability and transparency of 
Federal IT programs The Issa-Connolly bill 
has now passed the House three times—twice 
as an amendment to the National Defense Au-
thorization Act and once as a standalone bill. 
The Senate recently passed a similar version 
of the bill, and we are working with our Senate 
colleagues to harmonize the differences. 

While I am pleased that a bipartisan con-
sensus is finally forming around the urgent 
need to streamline and strengthen how the 
Federal government acquires and deploys IT, 
this bill would actually under fund in those pro-
grams that are proven to save money over the 
long term. 

Mr. Chair, as I said at the outset, this bill 
veers sharply from the bipartisan model we 

had been working toward. By attempting to 
disinvest in the IRS, House Republicans are 
actually disinvesting in our taxpayers and un-
dermining our efforts to enforce the law and 
reduce the deficit. They are further eroding the 
notion of local control by continuing to meddle 
in the local decision making of the District of 
Columbia. And they are making a shortsighted 
decision to not invest more in IT reforms that 
have proven to save money. For these rea-
sons, I urge my colleagues to join me in op-
posing the bill before us today. 

f 

RECOGNIZING SECOND LT. ELLEN 
AINSWORTH 

HON. SEAN P. DUFFY 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 16, 2014 

Mr. DUFFY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Second Lt. Ellen Ainsworth for her 
bravery, service and sacrifice on February 
10th, 1944, in Anzio, Italy. 

Second Lt. Ainsworth hailed from the small 
Wisconsin town of Glenwood City, where she 
is remembered for her service. In 1942 she 
entered the United States Army Nurse Corps 
and deployed to Tunisia, then to Anzio, Italy. 
Although the risk of serving in this high actions 
area was great, Lt. Ainsworth did not waiver 
from her commitment to serve her country. 

On February 10th, 1944 Lt. Ainsworth’s hos-
pital tent came under heavy artillery fire in an 
area many described as ‘‘hell’s half acre’’. 
With complete disregard for herself, she 
brought to safety forty-two patients to lessen 
the chance of their further injury. Lt. Ainsworth 
was hit by enemy fire and succumb to her 
wounds six days later. At just twenty-four 
years old she was the only Wisconsin service 
woman to make the ultimate sacrifice during 
World War II, due to enemy fire. 

Second Lt. Ellen Ainsworth was recognized 
posthumously for her gallant actions by being 
awarded with a Silver Star, Purple Heart, and 
a Red Cross Bronze Medal. 

As Glenwood City and the town of Anzio, 
Italy commemorate the 70th anniversary of her 
death this year, Lt. Ainsworth’s courageous 
actions are witnessed today by the children of 
the soldiers she saved, who would not be with 
us if not for her heroic sacrifice. She personi-
fied American heroism and for that, Mr. 
Speaker, please join me in recognizing Lt. 
Ainsworth for her acts of valor. 

f 

THE INTRODUCTION OF THE 100TH 
ANNIVERSARY PHI BETA SIGMA 
FRATERNITY RESOLUTION 

HON. JOHN LEWIS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 16, 2014 

Mr. LEWIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to the Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity’s cen-
tennial anniversary. My good friend, the Gen-
tlewoman from Louisiana (Ms. LANDRIEU) and 
the Gentleman from Maryland (Mr. CARDIN), is 
sponsoring the Senate companion to this reso-
lution. 

As a Sigma brother, I am proud that this fra-
ternity has grown into a worldwide institution. 
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One hundred years ago, A. Langston Taylor, 
Leonard F. Morse, and Charles I. Brown 
founded the fraternity at Howard University. 
These men were committed to the idea of 
‘‘Culture For Service and Service for Human-
ity.’’ They believed that all potential members 
ought to be judged by their own merits. Family 
background, wealth, race, and nationality are 
irrelevant to a prospective brother’s worth; in-
stead, the fraternity built a brotherhood of indi-
viduals who shared a deep commitment to 
service, education, and brotherhood. 

Today, Phi Beta Sigma continues to build 
upon its founding principles and expand its 
legacy across the country and around the 
globe. With more than 150,000 college-edu-
cated Sigma brothers and 650 chapters, the 
fraternity organizes many service projects and 
missions. These include: Sigma Beta Club, 
equipping youths with leadership skills; Project 
Vote, which encourages voter registration; 
Sigma Wellness: Living Well Brother-to-Broth-
er, an initiative seeking to eliminate health dis-
parities for men of color; and the Ghana 
School Project, which provides vocational op-
portunities for children worldwide. As many of 
you know, these are just a few examples of 
Sigma contributions to American society and 
our brothers and sisters around the world. 

This week, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity’s his-
toric centennial anniversary and congratulating 
the Sigma brothers for a century of service to 
all Americans. 

f 

FINANCIAL SERVICES AND GEN-
ERAL GOVERNMENT APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2015 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 14, 2014 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 5016) making ap-
propriations for financial services and gen-
eral government for the fiscal year ending 
September 30, 2015, and for other purposes: 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Chair, on Wednes-
day, July 16, 2014, the House will complete its 
consideration of H.R. 5016, the Financial 
Services and General Government Appropria-
tions bill. The bill includes two amendments 
that would weaken important consumer prod-
uct safety protections. I strongly oppose both 
provisions, as well as the underlying bill. 

One of the provisions would reduce funding 
for the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) by $2 
million and increase funding for the Consumer 
Product Safety Commission (CPSC) by $1 mil-
lion. If that money would be dedicated to 
strengthening the CPSC’s efforts to protect 
consumers, I might support it. However, it is 
the sponsor’s intention that those additional 
CPSC funds be used to support the Commis-
sion’s analysis of third-party testing to deter-
mine whether those requirements should be 
eased. That analysis has already been con-
ducted by the CPSC. It sought public com-
ment, reviewed the comments it received, and 
has so far not decided to revise its third-party 
testing requirements—a decision that is al-
lowed under the statute. Throwing more 
money at the CPSC to redo an analysis it has 

already completed is a waste of taxpayer dol-
lars, and it would do nothing to further the 
Commission’s role of promoting the safety of 
American consumers. 

The other provision would prohibit funds 
from being used by the Commission to final-
ize, implement, or enforce the proposed ‘‘vol-
untary recall’’ rule. It would limit the CPSC’s 
ability to explore possible changes that could 
reduce or eliminate recall delays, make recall 
notices more effective, or address the small 
number of firms that do not follow through on 
agreed-upon corrective action plans. While we 
have seen significant improvements in recalls 
since the Consumer Product Safety Improve-
ment Act was signed into law almost six years 
ago, there is no justification for preventing the 
CPSC from continuing to enhance the vol-
untary recall process. 

The Consumer Product Safety Commission 
plays a critical role in protecting all Americans 
from hazardous products. This mission is too 
important for Congress to constrain CPSC’s 
flexibility in determining, through an open and 
responsive process, the best way to carry out 
its goals. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE LAN-
CASTER FESTIVAL ON ITS 30TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. STEVE STIVERS 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 16, 2014 

Mr. STIVERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Lancaster Festival on its 30th 
Anniversary. 

The Lancaster Festival has the mission of 
celebrating the artistic creativity of all cultures 
and serves as a foundation for year-round 
community efforts to promote participation in 
the arts. The festival is committed to encour-
aging the growth of the Lancaster Festival Or-
chestra as the cornerstone of classical music 
programming, as well as supporting and pro-
viding visibility for local artists, being all-inclu-
sive in the appeal to the community, and 
being an advocate of arts education for chil-
dren. 

On August 5, 1984, The Columbus Sym-
phony Orchestra played its first concert held at 
Ohio University-Lancaster’s outdoor audito-
rium. The Lancaster Festival was first held in 
1985, lasting eight days and including multiple 
concerts from The Columbus Symphony Or-
chestra and a full week of community arts and 
music events. By 1987, The Columbus Sym-
phony Orchestra withdrew from the festival 
and Maestro Gary Sheldon was hired to cre-
ate the Lancaster Festival Orchestra. 

Today, the Lancaster Festival has gained in-
creased recognition throughout the state for its 
excellence in promoting the arts. Over the 
years, the festival has expanded and today it 
lasts 10 days, and includes a wide variety of 
art and music events, including two feature 
performances by major music artists and the 
orchestra. Additionally, Maestro Gary Sheldon 
has continued to serve as the Artistic Director 
for the festival and as the Conductor of the 
Lancaster Festival Orchestra. 

Throughout its 30-year history, the Lan-
caster Festival has been unwavering in the 
promotion of arts in our community. I would 
like to thank all those involved with the festival 

for their dedication, as well as offer my con-
gratulations on reaching the 30th Anniversary 
milestone. 

f 

HISTORY OF THE WEST PALM 
BEACH VETERANS ADMINISTRA-
TION MEDICAL CLINIC 

HON. JOHN L. MICA 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 16, 2014 

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, I submitted this into 
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD in 2001 and re-
submit it today, July 16, 2014 on the 42nd an-
niversary of the passing of Pfc. John Mica. 

Mr. Speaker, The West Palm Beach Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Medical Center in 
Florida was inspired by the life, military service 
and death of Pfc. John Mica. Army Corpsman 
Mica was born on April 3, 1915 in Bing-
hamton, NY, served as a private in the U.S. 
Army from 1943–44, and died July 16, 1972 in 
a crowded veterans hospital in Miami, Florida. 

Because of the circumstances of John 
Mica’s death in that veterans facility, which 
was strained to capacity, his son Daniel A. 
Mica made construction of a new South Flor-
ida veterans hospital one of his goals when 
elected to the U.S. Congress. From 1978 to 
1988, Congressman Daniel Mica, a member of 
the House Veterans Committee, cited the 
need for additional veterans medical facilities 
in Florida at every meeting of that Congres-
sional panel over the decade of his service. 

Congressman Daniel Mica, on February 8th, 
1983 during the 98th Congress, introduced 
H.R. 1348, ‘‘A bill to construct a new Veterans 
Administration hospital in the State of Florida.’’ 
Construction of the Palm Beach County Vet-
erans’ hospital was completed in 1994. 

This history has been submitted by Con-
gressman JOHN L. MICA in memory of his fa-
ther, Pfc. John Mica, and also in recognition of 
his brother Daniel’s contribution to the vet-
erans of the State of Florida. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF EAST HARTFORD 
LEGEND, FREDERICK W. LEONE, 
JR. 

HON. JOHN B. LARSON 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 16, 2014 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, 
the following is a heartfelt eulogy that was de-
livered by Mary Ann Oliva Leone on the life 
and passing of my dear friend and East Hart-
ford legend, Fred Leone. It is an honor for me 
to submit her beautiful remarks that so elo-
quently capture this great American: 

EULOGY FOR MY HUSBAND FRED 
Good morning. We would like to thank ev-

eryone for attending today to celebrate the 
life of my husband Fred, better known as 
‘‘Rick’’ to his family and others. I know 
many of you have traveled a long distance on 
this bitter, cold, wintry day to be here today. 
I know too, Rick probably had his hand in 
this storm, as he loved this kind of ‘‘put on 
your fur trappers hat and fire up the snow 
blower’’ weather. If he couldn’t be in his be-
loved state of Vermont, then he was going to 
bring Vermont to him! Rick was always in-
trigued by the weather, especially the mak-
ings of a good storm. We were appreciative of 
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